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Prof. Graham McClelland, Global Head of Clinical 
Pharmacology Department at Roche, speaks at 
Biomelbourne Network's CEO lunch – January 2006 

At a well attended BioMelbourne Network lunch hosted by Nucleus Network, Prof. 
Graham McClelland, Global Head of Clinical Pharmacology Development at Roche 
Pharmaceuticals, spoke about Roche's novel approach to the structure of its applied 
clinical development services. Roche is planning to offer support to Non-Government 
Organisations (NGOs) in the development of products that fall outside of the 
mainstream focus of big pharma. They will do this by offering some excess capacity 
in their clinical pharmacology units, their trial stock manufacturing capacity  and their 
sample handling and logistics arms. 
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McClelland said reports conducted by the Wellcome Trust and the London School of 
Economics showed that NGOs involved in developing new medicines for neglected diseases 
need to work with big pharma companies. "NGOs actually need us, they need our expertise," 
said McClelland. "These sorts of partnerships need to be set up and it's not normally available 
with big pharma companies."  
Roche's services to NGOs will be a "fully loaded cost", said McClelland, "we have no 
intentions of putting any profits on that. " One of the reasons that Roche wants to offer 
services to NGOs is that it believes "all pharmaceutical companies are socially responsible," 
said McClelland. He went on to say that Roche has been working on its corporate social 
responsibility initiatives quietly for some time.  
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