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VICTORIAN COMPANIES URGED TO ENTER PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS  

Thursday, 14 May 2009  
Industry and Trade Minister, Martin Pakula, today encouraged all successful Victorian exporters to enter the 
2009 Governor of Victoria Export Awards.  
 
During a visit today to leading clinical research organisation and a winner from the 2008 awards, Nucleus 
Network, Mr Pakula highlighted the importance of the awards in recognising the achievements of export 
companies in Victoria. 
  
“Now in their 30th year, the Governor of Victoria Export Awards celebrate and endorse Victoria's export 
achievers across 13 different categories with winners automatically progressing as national finalists to the 2009 
Australian Export Awards,” Mr Pakula said. 
 
In 2008, Nucleus Network won the Emerging Export category, as winning the Victorian Export Award for 
Innovation Excellence.  
 
Mr Pakula said the company was a great example of Victoria’s export success in research and development 
and in the high-value employment opportunities it created. 
 
“Nucleus Network continues to be at the forefront of advancements in health and medical sciences, driving 
development of new products in these world class facilities,” Mr Pakula said. 
  
“Since October 2005, Nucleus Network has grown from 10 staff to over 100 permanent and casual staff and has 
forecast revenues of $16 million for 2008-09. 
 
Mr Pakula today toured Nucleus Network’s Alfred Medical Research and Education precinct, a dedicated state-
of-the-art 30-bed clinical trial unit adjacent to the Alfred Hospital. 
 
“Nucleus Networks is an industry leader, providing early phase clinical trials and clinical research education, 
vital in bringing new medicines to the global community,” Mr Pakula said. 
 
“Both this facility and the Austin Centre for Clinical Studies are vital in attracting ground breaking early stage 
clinical trials to Australia. 
 
“The Victorian Government has committed around $3.4 billion to innovation initiatives over the past nine years, 
with a major focus on building up our medical and biotechnology strengths. 
 
“The Brumby Government’s sponsorship of the awards forms part of our broad-ranging strategy to boost exports 
and promote a global focus.” 
 
During the tour Mr Pakula highlighted that even in this tough economic climate, Victoria remained on target to 
achieve its export target of $35 billion by 2015 with local companies exporting an impressive $33.5 billion of 
goods and services during 2007-08. 
 
“These Awards offer the industry role models and demonstrate the range of achievements that are possible. 
They complement other elements of our strategy such as the $24.8 million Global Markets Action Plan, which 
was launched last year as part of the Building our Industries for the Future package,” Mr Pakula said. 
 
“Providing a great way for companies to add value to their businesses, these awards boost market awareness 
of their products, generate increased respect within their industry, and promote corporate pride. 
 
“They offer the winners competitive advantage, with many previous winners saying their award helped them to 
clinch subsequent sales both locally and internationally.” 
 
In 2009 include a reduced cut-off for companies entering the Small Business Award from $5 million to $3 million 
turnover, giving truly small business stronger encouragement to enter. 
 
Applications close on 17 July and entries can be made through the Export Awards website: 
www.export.business.vic.gov.au/awards 
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